CLAIMS 

1. (CANCELLED) 

2. (CANCELLED) 
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1 0(CANCELLED) 
11 (CANCELLED) 
1 2(C AN CELLED) 

13 (CANCELLED) 

14 (CANCELLED) 

15 (CANCELLED) 

16 (CANCELLED) 

17 (CANCELLED) 

18. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A rope cleat which comprises: 
a base having a flat surface; 



an abutment means for gripping rope mounted on said base surface and having an 
abutment surface perpendicular to said base surface; 



a first spindle having one end mounted on said base surface and extending 
perpendicularly away from said base surface; 

a first cam rotatably mounted on said first spindle; 

said first cam having a first cam surface perpendicular to said base surface and 
convex toward said abutment surface; 

said first cam operably arranged to permit positioning a rope between said first 
cam surface and said abutment surface and to provide that when tension is 
applied to said rope in one direction, said rope is seized between said first cam 
surface and abutment surface by said first cam rotating toward said abutment 
means and when tension is applied to said rope in an opposite direction, said rope 
is released from between said first cam surface and abutment surface permitting 
withdrawal of said rope; 

a pedestal having one end secured to said base surface and extending 
perpendicularly away from said base surface; 

a cover slidably engaging another end of said pedestal and operably 
arranged for sliding over said cam and an abutment between said retain 
position and said release position whereby said rope is retained between 
said abutment surface and said first cam surface when said cover is in a 
retain position and for permitting engagement and withdrawal of said 



rope from between said abutment surface and said first cam surface 
when said cover is in a release position. 

19 (cancelled) 

20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A rope cleat which comprises: 
a base having a flat base surface; 

an abutment means for gripping rope mounted on said base surface and having an 
abutment surface perpendicular to said base surface; 

a first spindle having one end mounted on said base surface and extending 
perpendicularly away from said base surface; 

a first cam rotatably mounted on said first spindle; 

said first cam having a first cam surface perpendicular to said base surface and 
convex toward said abutment surface; 

said first cam operably arranged to permit positioning a rope between said first 
cam surface and said abutment surface and to provide that when tension is 
applied to said rope in one direction, said rope is seized between said first cam 
surface and abutment surface by said first cam rotating toward said abutment 
means and when tension is applied to said rope in an opposite direction, said 
rope is released from between said first cam surface and abutment surface 
permitting withdrawal of said rope; 

a cover means is rotatably mounted on said abutment means [[;]] for retaining 
said rope between said abutment surface and said first cam surface when said 
cover means is in a retain position and for permitting engagement and withdrawal 
of said rope from between said abutment surface and said first cam surface when 
said cover means is in a release position; 



said cover means is operably arranged to rotate between said retain and release 
positions [[.]] ; 

said cover means has one end which is rotatable over space between said 
abutment surface and cam surface and a tail end; 

a pin extending from said base surface on a side of said abutment means opposite 
said cam providing that, when said rope is positioned between said abutment 
surface and said cam surface and looped around said abutment surface between 
said pin and said abutment means, then when said cover means is rotated to said 
retain position, said tail end of said cover means extends over space between said 
pin and said abutment means. 

21. (CANCELLED) 

22. (CANCELLED) 

23 (CANCELLED) 

24. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A rope cleat which comprises: 

a base having a flat base surface; 

an abutment means for gripping rope mounted on said base surface and having an 
abutment surface perpendicular to said base surface; 

a first spindle having one end mounted on said base surface and extending 
perpendicularly away from said base surface; 



a first cam rotatably mounted on said first spindle; 

said first cam having a first cam surface perpendicular to said base surface and 
convex toward said abutment surface; 

said first cam operably arranged to permit positioning a rope between said first 
cam surface and said abutment surface and to provide that when tension is 
applied to said rope in one direction, said rope is seized between said first cam 
surface and abutment surface by said first cam rotating toward said abutment 
means and when tension is applied to said rope in an opposite direction, said rope 
is released from between said first cam surface and abutment surface permitting 
withdrawal of said rope; 

a cover means for retaining said rope between said abutment surface and said 
first cam surface when said cover means is in a retain position and for permitting 
engagement and withdrawal of said rope from between said abutment surface and 
said first cam surface when said cover means is in a release position; 

a second cam mounted on another end of said spindle; 

said second cam having a second cam surface perpendicular to said base surface 
and convex toward said abutment surface; and 



said second cam surface operably arranged to permit positioning a rope between 
said second cam surface and said abutment surface providing that when tension 
is applied to said rope in one direction, said rope is seized between said second 
cam surface and abutment surface by said second cam rotating toward said 
abutment means[[;]] and when tension is applied to said rope in an opposite 
direction, said rope is seized by said first cam. 

25. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A rope cleat which comprises: 

a base having a flat base surface; 

an abutment means for gripping rope mounted on said base surface and 
having an abutment surface perpendicular to said base surface; 

a first spindle having one end mounted on said base surface and extending 
perpendicularly away from said base surface[[.]] ; 

a first cam rotatably mounted on said first spindle; 

said first cam having a first cam surface perpendicular to said base surface and 
convex toward said abutment surface; 

said first cam operably arranged to permit positioning a rope between said first 
cam surface and said first abutment surface and to provide that when tension is 



applied to said rope in one direction, said rope is seized between said first cam 
surface and abutment surface by said first cam rotating toward said abutment 
means and when tension is applied to said rope in an opposite direction, said rope 
is released from between said first cam surface and abutment surface permitting 
withdrawal of said rope; 

a cover means for retaining said rope between said abutment surface and said 
first cam surface when said cover means is in a retain position and for permitting 
engagement and withdrawal of said rope from between said abutment surface and 
said first cam surface when said cover means is in a release position; 

a second cam mounted on another end of said spindle[[:]]; 

said second cam having a second cam surface perpendicular to said base 
surface and convex toward said abutment surface; and 

said second cam surface operably arranged to permit positioning a rope between 
said second cam surface and said abutment surface providing that when tension is 
applied to said rope in one direction, said rope is seized between said second cam 
surface and abutment surface by said second cam rotating toward said abutment 
means [[;]] and when tension is applied to said rope in an opposite direction, said 
rope is seized by said first cam[[:]]; 



spring means haying one spring end abutting said first cam and a second spring 
end abutting said second cam operably arranged to bias said first cam surface 
toward said abutment means and said second cam surface toward said abutment 
means; 

means for manually rotating said first and second cams away from said abutment 
means. 

26. (previously presented) The rope of cleat claim 24 wherein said abutment 
means comprises: 

a first abutment having a first abutment surface facing said first cam surface; 
a second abutment facing said second cam surface. 

27. (canceled) 

28. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A rope cleat comprising: 
a base having a base surface; 

a first rope abutment mounted on said base surface and having a first abutment 
surface perpendicular to said base surface; 



a second rope abutment mounted on said base surface and having a second 
abutment surface perpendicular to said base surface; 

a first spindle having one end mounted on said base surface and extending 
perpendicularly away from said base surface; 

a first cam rotatably mounted on said first spindle; 

said first cam having a first cam surface perpendicular to said base surface and 
convex toward said first abutment surface; 

said first cam operably arranged to permit positioning a rope between said first 
cam surface and said first abutment surface and to provide that when tension is 
applied to said rope in one direction, said rope is seized between said first cam 
surface and first abutment surface by said first cam rotating toward said first rope 
abutment and when tension is applied to said rope in an opposite direction, said 
rope is released from tension and can be removed from said rope cleat; 

a second cam rotatably mounted on said first spindle; 

said second cam having a second cam surface perpendicular to said base surface 
and convex toward said second abutment surface; 



said second cam operably arranged to permit positioning a rope between said 
second cam surface and said second abutment surface and to provide that when 
tension is applied to said rope in one direction, said rope is seized between said 
second cam surface and second abutment surface by said second cam rotating 
toward said second rope abutment and when tension is applied to said rope in an 
opposite direction, said rope is released from tension and can be removed from 
said cleat; 

a second spindle having one end mounted on said base surface and extending 
perpendicularly away from said base surface; 

said second spindle positioned to limit rotation of said first cam away from said 
first abutment and to limit rotation of said second cam away from said second 
abutment surface; 

a spring positioned with one end abutting said first cam and another end abutting 
said second cam operably arranged to bias said first cam surface toward said first 
abutment surface and to bias said second cam surface toward said second 
abutment surface; 

a first pedestal having one end secured to said base surface and extending 
perpendicularly away from said base surface; 



a first cover slidably mounted on another end of said first pedestal and operably 
arranged to slide between a position where said rope is restrained from escaping 
from between said first abutment surface and said first cam surface by a first end 
of said first cover and a position where said rope is permitted to be engaged and 
withdrawn from between said first abutment surface and said first cam surface; 

a second pedestal having one end secured to said base surface and extending 
perpendicularly away from said base surface; 

a second cover slidably mounted on another end of said second pedestal and 
operably arranged to slide between a position where said rope is restrained 
from escaping from between said second abutment surface and said second 
cam surface by a first end of said second cover and a position where said 
rope is permitted to be engaged and withdrawn from between said second 
abutment surface and said second cam surface. 



29. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The cleat of claim 28 wherein said 
first and second covers each have a second end opposite said respective 
first end operably arranged when said respective covers are in said 
position where said rope is restrained to extend over said base surface. 



30. (CANCELLED) 



